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The Planning and Land L!se Standards Commission met Monday, October 18, 1999, 6:00 
p.m. in the 2nd floor court(Oom of the Thomas County Courthouse. Commission members 
present were: Perry Bond, Bea Griffin, David McGill, Melton Hobbs, and Joe Pogue. Also 
present were Johnny L. Reichert and Dianna Beall of the Thomas County Planning 
Department. Mack McDougald called from Orlando at 3:30 p.m., stating that he had been 
unavoidably detained and would be unable to make the meeting. Wayne Parramore was not 
present. 

Perry Bond: Chairman, called the meeting to order. 

On Motion of Joe Pogue, seconded by David McGill, minutes of September 20, 1999, PLUS 
Commission meeting were approved. Aye: Perry Bond, Melton Hobbs, Bea Griffin. Joe 
Pogue and David McGill. Motion carried. 

Chairman Bond introduced Application #99~9-1 - Ferrell Scruggs, Jr. as agent for Philip J. 
Burdette - Request to rezone from CG to 1-CU 20± acres located at 190 Burdette Lane. Mr. 
Ferrell Scruggs, Jr. presented his request, explaining in detail the type asphalt production 
facility he wished to place on this site, and stated he felt the type business he proposed was 
no more intrusive than w~at was presently there. 

Chairman Bond called for opposition. 

Mr. Ed Johnson, spokesperson for adjoining property owners, expressed the following 
concerns: 
1. Location unsuitable - adjacent to residential 
2. Air Quality 
3. Property Values 
4. Truck Traffic 

a. Noise 
b. Diesel Fu~ 
c. Threat to Children 
d. Streets designed for residential 
e. Railroad spyr - add to the noise and affect traffic 
f. Toxic asphalt fumes - OSHA has no plan in place 

5. Three churches in the vicinity and Central High School only 2 miles away 

Mr. Johnson also introdJoo a letter from Phyllis Jackson of Sugarwood Lane who was in 
opposition. 
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Plant causes a··~Stink 
Residents 
rally against 
asphalt firm 
By LAURA CASSELS 

I 'folls.Eimulallf 

THOMASVILLE - Plans to 
build an aspbalt·productlon 
plant just north of Thomasville 
off Old Cassidy Road Is drawing 
jeers from residents oC the area 
but won unanimous approval 
Monday from a Jand.use advJso. 
ry lxmd to the Thomas County 
Commission. 

The Planning and Land Use 
Standards (PLUS) Coounission 
voted 5-0 to recommend that 
county commissioners grant a 
request to rezone 20 acres on 
Burdette Lane from oommerclal 
general to industrial condition· 
aluse. 

The rezoning Is requested by 
Ferrell Scruggs Jr., president of 
The Scruggs Co., "r land owned 
by Phillip J. Burdette. 

The recommendation will 
'have a final review by county 
commissioners. 

Scruggs said the proposed 
I new plant would replace an 
older, inferior aspbalt plant 
operating on County Farm 
Road. 

Anxious residents predict 
the plant will be noisy and 

, smelly and that truck traffic to 
I a00 from the plant woold eMan· 

ger pedestrians and deteriorate 
the ·roads. 'lbey alSo fear the 
plant will erode property value 
In their neighborhood. 

wwe feel that there are many 
much·more appropriate sites tn 
Thomas County tbr this type of 
facility and not In the midd1e of 
a primarily residential commu· 
nity," said Ed Johnson, 
spokesperson for 173 neighbors 
wbo signed petitions opposing 

1111 DIWm/JIIIa·&M19111e 
._.,. of the Pllnnlng lid Land Use Slaldara CommlniDII question Ftntll Scngp Jr. 011 MORday 
afttr lit petltf011ed to llulld 1 new asp•en Jlant on Banlatta Lane. 

the asphalt plant. 
Scruggs said the nelgbbors' 

rears are overblown. 
"When the plant is running 

clean~ and elllclent, . .there Is no 
odor,' Sc:ruas told members of · 
the PLUS Commission, though 
he Cdnceded all plants foul up 
sometimes. He added the plant 
must meet state and federal 
emissions standards to stay tn 

bus& said the plant 'll1>llki 
host about ~ truck loads dally 
on average, m dally on busy 
days, with the plant operating 
about.,.~OO days a year. 

P~uS Commission 
Chairman Perry Bond noted the 
property now hosts a scrap and 

~~~~~ 
FemN Set~~~~ Jr. 111W11'1 
qallflenl fJem tile PlUS 
Commllliln. 

salvage yard. "They oouJd h8'1e a trucking 
"That property right now is a business on it right ll094" said 

mess. Everything comes rtf?" PLUS Commission member 
Bond asked Scruggs, who Joeeph Pogue, who made the 
answered yes. Scruggs also said I motion to recommend approval 
a stand of trees buO'ertng homes : rllhe l"'!'1..J1ing. 
trom the site would be left Cor~ member Devkl 
standing. McGtn_ ~and members 

Bond, Bea Griffin and Melton 
Hobbs voted In favot: 

The county's planning and 
land·use staff wrote that having 
residential zoning right next to 
commercial or industrial zon. 
In& as in this case, Is in conflict 
with the county's 1996 zoning 
ordinance oot also pre.Oated It 
and Is grandf.athered. The pre­
sent zoning allows even more 
objectionable uses, the statT 
noted. 

'lbe staff report predicted no 
decline in value of exbting 
property but possible adverse 
impact on fUture value of unde· 
veloped parcels. 

The statT recommended 
approval ci the request with 
conditions limlting hours of 
operating (Scroggs said 1 a.m. to 

. 5 p.m., three to five days week· 
)y), llmits on truck routing and 
adherence to all laws and rules 
on noise, light and ventllatioo. 



. 11~ . '\' 
'111! '~· .. disappointed 

netgh.bon said they felt !IOld out. 
with· wes to be paid by. the 
asphalt plant winning out owr 
the aafety 11M enjoyment of 
their Deijhborhood. 

MScruggs said the benefits 
are fOr the city and the count:J" 
Allen Bloodsworth said. 

"But there are no beneOts for 
us, the residents," Pam 
Bloodsworth said. 

Kent Croft demanded to 
know why the plant should not 
be built in an Industrial park, 
away from homes. And Janice 
Scovel sald sbe fean the truck 
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traffic will~~:~ 
"What about the school 

bu!II!S? fm concerned about the 
kids," Scovel saJd. 

Tho8e same trucks. Johnson 
said, would spread the odor of 
asphalt. . 

"we've got to deal with those 
big trucl!s coming out spreading 
thoee 1\Jmes alLover ... In a resl· 
dentlal area," Johnson said. 

The opponents said U~ey 
have not stven up and will take 
it to county commissioners. 

To cOftiiCt ,...W LMn CIMI!Ia, 
pleMe call (912) 22&-2400, at.225. i 



~ YOUR OPINIONS 
:;__-=-.;:::....::..::..::,_~..::.=..:==:...=:.:.~-------

R~s' concerns 
hatel't beet addressed 

The PLUS Commission 
ignored the concerns of 95-plus 
percent of the residents of U1e 
impact area being considered 
for the· locatJon of an asphlllt 
plant 

The Scruggs Co. pushed lhe 
dollar buttons by telling com­
missioners that the location 
would put profit on their bot· 
tom line and allow them to 
reduce costs on paving con­
tracts for the councy. 

After hearing the presenta · 
lion by Ferrell Scruggs Jr., lhe 
commission fa tied to address 
the concerns of 173local resi­
dents who have signed petitions 
opposing this plant in their 
neighborhood. 

These concerns which were 
presented and not addreSl;ed 
were as follows: 

• 'l'tlxic fumes and odors 
being spread through their 
neighborhood by hea\'Y dump 
trUcks hauling hot asphalt and 
making 50 plus trips dail)l 

• Lower property value10 in 
our neighborhood will surely 
OCCUI: 

• Safety threat.s posed to 0\tr 
children who play, jog, bicycle 
and walk along the narrow resi· 
dential streets which have no 
sidewalks. This threat is real 
when you consider the number 
¢ heavily loaded trucks we will 
be threatened by and the diffi · 

culn. in stopping thes~ vehicles · 
in an emergency Sltuanor.. 

• Noise polluclon 1rill be 
greatly Increased t;;· 1his plan: 
operation bccauo;e of thf huge 
diesel dumptruck~ :-on ring hr 
our homes all day anC: the 
mcreasc of 111ilroad traffic 
clanking and horn blo1~·ing as 
they make deliveries to thic; 
plant. 

1 feel strongly that the resi· 
dents of Thomas CountY were 
misled when this ru.:s "com­
mission was put in plat-e. We 
\Yere tOld repeatedly that a very : 
sit,'Jiificant function of this 
commission would o-~ to protect ' 
the residents and pro perry own- 1 
ers from being victimized by 
parties who are influenced by 
increasing their wealth with om . 
regard :or lhl' health. safety or ' 
economic conCl'rns of those 
who will be harmed. 1'his is 
precisely what is happcnlllg in 
this case. 

The Scntggs Co. has an 
ex:isting asphalt plam located 
o[J" County Farm Hoad in the 
vicinitv of the Thoma;: CountY 
solid waste site. Tlili is an idt!iti 
locauon for this rype of opera· 
tion, as it has no impact on any 
residential area, no safety con 
ccrns or lowered property val· 
ues. The primary reason given 
for relocation was to increase 
their bottom line. 

Ed Johnson 
Spokesperson for Impacted 

l\c!~hborhood 
Thomas1·ille 
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Rebuttals 

Tony Huber stated that ~li the concerns of the opponents to this land use change will be 
governed by the stole o~ local government. 

Emory Mayfield of Tallahassee, one or the partners in Regional Developels, Inc .• staled 
to the Board that this project Is not involved In any lawsuits. 

Commissioner Sherrod stated that this pJoject Ia larger than any project In Thomasville 
and any surrounding areas. 

Mr. Jim Heidenreich sta ed lhal this project would be completed in three phases. 

Public Hearing for 199=9·1 

Application #199-9-1, Ferrell Scruggs, Jr. as agent for PhHIIp J. Burdette, 190 Burdette 
Lane - 20 acre tract rezone from CG to 1-CU for the purpose of an asphalt plant. 

Ferrell Sctuggs, Jr. spoke to tha Board and stated that he would like to use this property 
as the site for an asphalt planl Mr. Scruggs emphasized lower freight rates that would 
be valuable to him at this site. 

Chuck Dunham Operations for Scruggs Company alated that this plant ond al operations 
would be governed by state and local govemmenl Mr. Gunner read a leUer to the Board 
from a citizen living near the old plant, wt1ich stated that she dldn1 have a problem with 
the plant near her property. 

Attorney Jack Morse came forward speaking on behalf of 224 residents or Cassidy Road, 
who are opposed to the proposed asphalt plant. Mr. M<ne presented a petition with 224 
signatures citing numerous reasons for opposition as follows: safety, noise, decline in 
property values and pollution. 

Ed Johnson, a resident and land owner near lhe proposed site tor the asphalt plant stated 
his opposition included pollution, decreased property value, extra tJucl( traffic and noise. 

Sandra Hennessey, Su"nybelle Acres trailer park, stated that this area Is a peaceful 
place, and she is concerned about their roads and density ~population. 

MeMn Darby, local Realtor ciled decli1e in property values. 

Marty Richardson opposed this land uae change request citing the smell of asphalt. the 
danger of Increased truck traffic and environmental impact. 

Allen Buller cited noise, 'wetlands and safety of the streets for the children as his reasons 
for oppusltion to land use change for the proposed asphalt plant. 

Levy Onyegbula stated that he lives 400 yds from the proposed area of the asphalt plant 
and he opposes the land use change because of pollution and safe!)'. 

Claude Crocker asked who would repair the pot holes and the damage the big trucks will 
cause. 

Betty Mashburn stated ltlat she is concemed about child safely. 

Randy Clark asked If Mr. Scruggs had evaluated another location for his asphalt plant. 

Mr. Scruggs stated th~t he had not looked at another site because this site was chosen 
because the railroad lme was aJ~:cellent for his business on the proposed site. 
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Steve Nesmith stated that his opposition is that the trucks could not stop easily in case 
of an emergency. 

Hewy Hewttt stated opposition because the asphalt plant would be located within 1600 
feet of a water well. 

Rebuttal 

Mr. Ferrell Scruggs, Jr. stated that this proposed area is zoned for commercial travel and 
his company travels and works roads, all over the city and county. Mr. Scruggs also 
stated that his company has a good driving record with the state. Mr. Scruggs stated that 
his company is willing to greatly Improve the proposed site for his business. 

Mr. Reichert stated that the Zoning Board and the Planning Staff both recommended that 

. tJ~ Application #99-9-1 be approved. 

~o1J'on motion of Commissioner Sherrod seconded by Commissioner Mullins the Board voted 
~~-1 to deny the land use request 99-9-1 to change the land use from CG to 1-CU under 

page 4 Bd. Met. 10/25/99 

the auspices of the Zoning Policies, Procedures and Standards of Thomas County #4, 
7, 10, and 11. Aye: Commissioner Herring, Mullins, Smith, Brown, Abrams, MHier and 
Sherrod. Abstention: Commissioner Gross. 

Mr. Reichert stated that the Zoning Board and Planning Staff both recommended that 
Application #99-9-2 be granted. 

r-r ..J~" motion of Commissioner Mullins seconded by Commissioner Smith the Board voted 
~ .

1 
unanimously to grant Application #99-9-2 to change the use of this property from R-3 to 
CG. 

Mr. Reichert stated that the Zoning Board and Planning Staff both recommended that 
Application #99-9-3 be granted. 

n motion of Commissioner Mullins seconded by Commissioner Sherrod the Board voted 
'\· nanlmously to grant Application #99-9-3 to change the use of this property from Ag. to 
t. G. 

ommlttee Reports 

County Manager Mike Ste~henson reminded the Board of severa~&iiii~or this week 
to include: Personnel Committee Meeting, Tuesday, October 26, : a.m., at the Public 
library, Cl Committee Meeting, Wednesday, October 27, 4:00p.m., at Cl and Finance 
Committee, Friday, November 5, 1999, 9:00a.m., In the second floor courtroom. 

Commissioner Smith reported that the ~~t~ge has requested assistance In 
repairing and cleaning various roads an~ 

Mr.Smith asked that this request be referred to the Road Committee and Andy Maxwell. 

On motion of Commissioner Mullins seconded by Commissioner Sherrod the Board voted 
unanimously to accept Committee reports, pay all approved bills and adjourn. 

• 
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County: 
area," Commission Chairman 
Josh Herring said. 

Morse and others predicted 
the plant and the truclts would 
be noisy and smelly and that 
property values would plum­
met. 

"How many people do you 
think are going to buy a home in 
close proximity to an asphalt 
plant?" he asked. 

After a lengthy public.eom­
ment period, Sherrod moved to 
reject the rezoning, saying an 

I asphalt plant and the trucking it 
requires is not appropriate in a 
neighborhood. ne said the cur· 
rent zoning, too, is not appropri-
ate next to a neighborhood but 
is grandfathered because it pre­
dated the county's 1996 zoning 
ordinance. 

'l'he motion to deny passed 7· 
0, with Commissioner Moses 
Gross abstaining. 

The olher plan killed 
Monday was sul.nnitted by 
Tallahassee. Fla. ·based 
Regional UevelQpers of 
Thomasville to w.one 294 acres 
on U.S. 319 North. 2.5 miles 
north of U.S. 19, from agricul· 
turc to R·2. The plan was to sen 
half-acre lots on roughly 250 
acres. 

"1 doubt you'd find a !lllbdlvi· 
sion bigger than this south of 
Macon," Sherrod said. "lt's31/2 
times larger than the largest 
subdivision in Thomas Councy 
It's a mammoth project." 

Jim Heldenn:lch, president 

Tues~ay, Oct. 26, 1999- 3A 

"I ~oubt you'd find a 
subdivision bigger 
than this south of 
Micon." 

Tim Shenod 
Coonty Comm\ssionef 

h01~e park," he said. "They'd 
llkeian alternative In this price 
ran e." 

eidenreich and his support­
en; dded that the zoning fits lhe 
are , which is increasingly con· . 
ver ng from agricultural to res­
idential. 

Nevertheless. Sherrod's 
m~on passed H. with Herl'i.ng 
di nting. 

" feel it's too laJt,>e of a pro­
ject for Thomas County," 
Shil said. Commissioner 
Ri Smith. whose district con· 
lai the project site. seconded 
the totion. 

Apth projects had been rec· 
ommended favorably by the 
cou~y's Planning and Land Use 
Sto.n ards Conunission. 

A so Monday, county com· 
missioners: 

• Appmvcd a rezonif!g for 
Jam s H. Lawwn. 3.5 acres 
re· ed from R-3to commercial 
gene at the COI'IIer of U.S. 319 
Nort and Horseshoe Circle 

• Approwd a rezoning for 
T&H Storage (Rllbcrl Hopldns 
and !arcus Thorn tort), 1.6 acres 
W,;i Rose Citv Church on Ga. 
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I Continued from page 1 

Plant: 
rezoning. 

Asphalt Plant 
In another contro ersial 

hearing, Ferrell Scru Jr., 
president of The Co., 
requested a oonditional· per-
mit to let h1m build a plant 
in an area along =a. near 
Meigs that already Is zo for 
industrial use. The Co., 
which wants to buy ;site, 
already has a plant in mas 
County but wants a newe more 
=.ern facility close ~ rail 

The Scruggs Co. was derued 
a previous rezool.ng request 
along Cassidy Road.~· due to objections from ne· bors 
alariiii!d about potential lse, 
odors and truck traffiC. 

Scruggs and represen tives 
of his company reite ted 
Monday that the plant u1d 
not be noisy or produce ~ pol. 
lution, and they argued thit the 
existing zoning for lndi:uis appropriate for this of 
plant 

Thomasville attorney 
Silvis, who flrst representekl the 
neighbors opposed tor the 
K1rklan.d rezoning, then pre­
sented The Scruggs C . in 
regard to the oondltlona, -use 
permit He said he was "~n­
ally_ convinced" the as~~t 
plant poses no threat i the 
neighborhood surround the 
Industrially zoned site. 

'1 imagine 'most ~had 
the same impression I that 
it's a pretty dirty business. But 
this is going to be oompletely 
different," Silvis told oo 
sioners. 

Aime Hickey was 
many opponents. She sal 
area already has a lot of 
trial trucldng traflic and 
sustain more. Also, she sa 
presence oC mobile homes· the 
area makes the area no more 
co~ with Industrial pses 
than If all neighboring hdmes 
were site-built ;; 

"Yes, there are trailers , 
but they have fam.llles In 
with children," Hickey Said 
lndi.gnantllc "We need m,res­
idential. We don't need ore 
businesses." 

Chuck Dunmon. operaf!<>IJS 
manager at the existing aswwt 
plant. stressed the current zon. 
tng would allow more object,ion­
able uses than a well-fun 

asphalt plant 
"'lbere's a lot of Industries 

that can go in there right now;" 
be said, citing, for example, a 
sawmill operation. 

Commissioner I.L. Mullinll' 
motion to deny the condltiooal 
U9e to Scruggs failed without a 
second. 

Commissioner Josh 
Herring's motion to grant it 
drew a second but was outvoted 
by Commissioner Bobby 
Brown's substitute motion to 
table tbe request until tbe conr 
mJssion's March 14 meeting. 

Herring's motion would have 
granted the request with condi· 
!.ions, including additional 
buffers.. Be said be made tbe 
motion because the zoning Is 
appropriate for an asphalt plant 
and leaves the area open to less 
desirable uses If the plant is not 
built there. 

Brown said he wanted more 
time to review the issue. His 
motion to postpone passed 5-2. 
with Herring and Miller voting 
no and Gross abstaining with­
out comment· 

OtheT' BuaiDess 
• Commissioners granted 

prell.m.inary site approval for 
Buckhead subdivision on U.S. 
319 North as requestei:! by 
Regional Developers Iw:., based 

in Tallabawe, Fla.. 
• Commissioners granted a 

rezoning from cunmercial gen­
-eral to multi-famUy resldenlial 
as requested by Goodwill 
Industries Big Bend to build 
housing for people with disabil­
ities. 

• CommJ.asl.oners granted 
condltional approval of Tall 
Timbers subdivls1on phase U as 
requested by Melton Hobbs. 

• Commisslollers voted 7-1 
for Commissioner Ricky ' 
Smith's motion to U9e county 
equipment to level a steep slope 
on roadside property owned by 
Ray Bannister, to make it easier 
for Bannister to mow It Miller 
<m!lellted after Col.DltY 
Attorney Bruce Warren cau­
tioned that public equipment 
cannot be used on private prop­
er:t)L 

• Commission Chairman 
Tim Sherrod remiOOed the 
audience It wasn't until the 
county adopted lts 1996 zoning 
rules that publ.lc hearings on I 
zoning~ were held. 

"Wbether you're for this or 
against, at least you bad the 
opportutiity for your opinions 
to be beard.~ be said. 

To eon11c1 reporter Laura Cauelt. 
plellt Clll (9t2) 22W400, uL 225. 
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~ COMMISSION MEETING 
!11P.i.C# 'f, ~·'<•' '7'"/,t>< ~ ~ e-.._:-s,:,":'J, 5l' 

Thomas CoUnty commls- tenance 
stoners will ~at 5 p.m. • Bids on engineer~ ser· 
Tuesday on tb seoond floor of vices for Sanford Road 
tbe County Co ouse to dis· • Hurst Brothers bid 
cuss tbis and o her business: • Bids for jail-security sys-

• Public co ents. . tem. 
• Presenta n on special· • Bids on llmerock and 

purpose. .local ption sales tax limerock base. 
(SPLOST) cale~ • Consideration of solid· 

! 
e Volun~ Fire waste disposal and recycling 

Department pn!Sentatlon by facUlty agreement with city of 
Pavo Mayor L.M. Taylor. · ThomasvWe. 

• Presentation by John • Consideration of agree-
Canfield re~ nuisanCe ment with Department of 

! complaint · I - Transportation. 
' • Presenta on by • ·Barnes breach of 
1 Communities Schools {CIS). covenant, penalties. 

• Further nstderatlon of • Westshore Drive project 
request by Scruggs Co. for • Request Cor funds by 
conditional- penriit allowing Emer8'!tlcy Services Board. 
construction an asphalt • Servia! contracts with 
plant on zoned for indU&- EmerBeJlCY Services Board 
try. • Archbold Memortal 

• RatifY fklspltal, Glenn-Mor Nun;ing 
chases. Home crossover. 

e Bids on etal pipe for • 4-H contract. 
public works. • SUrplus real proper!J 

• Bids on f for new cab e Committee reports. 
and cbassi8 Co building main· • County manager's rej!ort. 
tefiance. on commissioners' work-pro-

• BidS on ~ual pest-con· gram jlrlorlties. · · " · 
trol contract building maJn. 
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~cer recor · , retum to: 
S~Yis l Alnbrose, P.C 

P.O.Bo•1557 
lhomasvtlle, Geolgia 317~ 15:.t 

A IU~SOLliTION 
SCRI.IC.;(;S ASPIIAI:I' I'I.ANT 
CONI)ITIONAl. lJSI~ l'l~ltl\11'1' 

illlf /,I'll -7 /JI Jl: tl) 

Wheren~. Th Scruggs Company, hereinafler refened tu as "Sl:ruggs ... has 
rcqn~tcd con litionaluse of l(o •n rn:rcs in illl lmlu~trial District lior the 
pmpose uf constmctinl!- ;nnl ·~•ewtin~; an asphall planl,llll<l 

Wherens, Scmggs has properly filed an npplicationlfOO· I-2 to that ellect. 
;mc.l 

Whcren~, Scruggs entered inlo a written agreement on Fehnrnry 21, 2000 
with Kelston Inc., the ad.iaccnt property owner, and its terms me 
sul!stautially tcorporated in this resolution; and 

Wherens, the Thomas County Boord ofCommi11sioncrs <lesircs to appmvc 
the condition:~luse permit requemed by Scm!!.gs. 

Nnw tberefnr be it resolved that /\pplicationlf00-1-2 is approved subject 
to the followi] tg conditions: 

I) <~II pplicahle permits shall be obtained from County, Stole nml 
Fellcral authorities nrul slmll be slficlly adhered to hy Scnrggs. 

2) All e<tnipment :~ntl litclury iurprovements ~mil he l»;mcJ new, state­
of-the-an, and installcc.l to meet all regulatory gui<.lelines 
pr~cribed by the U.S Euviromncntall'rotection/\gcncy mHI the 
Oc rgia Depa11111ent of Naturnl Resource.~. Environmental 
Pro ection Division. 

3) 1\ foot chain link fence shall be installed around the entire 
per meter of the propet1y rrt the expense of Scru~ts 

4) An existing bcnn on Kclstonc, Inc. property shall be exleu<.lec.l 
ap~roximately 250 feet to the Nor1hen.~t Corner of the applicant 
pro erty. One new l>ernr shall be conslrncled liono the Southeast 
co rer ofthe applicant property along the property line Westerly 
f'or 600 feel. 1\ ~econd new l>enn shall be constructed from the 
No heast corner of the applicant properly along the properly line 
W slerly for 350 reel. Scruggs agree., to bear all costs of 

. .. '~ 'l n r· ,. 
t ~i'i~ ,~,;., ,. 
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constructing berms with din to he supplied by Kclstone, as ugreed. 
'l'he two new benus shall be constructed to the snmc elevation and 
shollmeetche Jame general construction stnntl~~rd as the: existing 
berm on Kclsconc, Inc. t)ropcny. Trees and shruhhcry shnll be 
planllld on and around I h.: herms to create a suflicicnl vegetacion 
lll1rrier to noise and sight for the benefic ofKdstone, Inc. pmpe11y 
and n ivcrwind Plnntncion, with 00~1s shored as agreed between 
Scn1ggs and Kelstom:. 

5) On the western property line, facing the railroud tracks unci 
rnuning roughly parallel to Georgia llighway 3, Scruggs shall 
plant, establisl1and maintain a vegetntiou barrier nt a tniuimum 
height ofb' nmning the fhlllength of the western property line and 
extemiing 30' into the Scmg~ property. Elaeagnus ~hall be 
planct:d in the front I :5' of the vegetation buffer mulloblolly pines 
iuthc back 15' of the vegetation bufter. Scruggs shall bear che ll1ll 
cost uf the western vegetation barrier. 

6) Scruggs shall prepare a scaled drawing of the property sh1>wiug all 
lhcilities, buffers. fencing, berms and other fcatmes proposed aii(J 
said clmwing shall be an auachment co this resolution. 

?) Scruggs shall limit asphnll plant opemtinns from 6 n.m. and to 7 
p.m., Monday lhrough Frittay Scn1ggs may from time-to-lime 
work on weekJnds or nights in the event ofhnna-lide emergencies. 

I!) All vehicles Ul¥1 CI(Uipnn:nl ofSeruggs shall he prohil>iccd on Nine 
Dime Doctorltoml, a county maintained road cxctpl, when 
cmssing, In enter and exil, hy way of the mniu cntnwcc us 
d<:signatt:d un the alloched drawing. 

9) No other industrial use shalll>e permitted. 
I O)No truck repai~ shop will he maincained nn the property. 

And therdore be it further resolved that the condicional industrial use 
penni1h:ll hy tlus resolution sh:11l he subject 10 annual revtew as prov1ded lor 
in cotully regulations. 

Atlpruvcd in n."uhar IJoanlmceling this the 14'b day nf March, 2000. 

_..,...,. ~--­
~:::.:-=~~~- _..:. -­

Oiilinnan 

All.::.l ' JlcHU.d.fLtu<.~­
lli,'-;y Clerk 
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countf<Pllshes-on With tax 
I If approved in July, new sales tax . 

J 

would take effect next January 
By PA'ITI WARD Sherrod said the Tuesday vot2 

• -r-s.~ was not to call a SPLOST refer· 

( 
· endum, bw to put in motion 

THOMASVILLE - Thomas steps that must be taken before a 
County commissioners voted referendum can be called. 

I 
unanlmoualy TUesday to put in CommisS1oners must meet 
motion a schedule leading to a with J:D.BYCrs of the county's mu­
July vote on a special purpose lo- niclpal.ities, call the referendum 

. cal option sales tax (SPLOST). in June and adyertlse the refei:· 
Comrn.Wion Chairman Tim endu.m four times before the pro-

posed July 18 vote. 
If approved, the tax would go 

into effect Jan. 1, 2001, with the 
first revenue to be received in 
March 2001. 

The tax - proposed for 2 112 
years - would raise about S14 
million. with $8 million to go for 
road and bridge improvements 
and $6 million for Improvements 
in emergency services. 

The money would fund DeY/ 
pumpers for the Thomasvliie 
flre department and all active 
volunteer departments, new. 
Thomasv1lle, Boston and 

:::ontinued from page 1 A 

Tax: 

Coolidge fire stations, a head­
quarters &tation and a comm~­
catioos build lng. 

CollUiliasioner Jim MJller 
said 911 consoles should be in· 
eluded in the communications 
structure. 

The proposed tax would fund 
. renovation . and upgrades of 
some emergency faclllties. 

A revenue breakdown shows: 
e New CO!lStruct!on-$2 mU­

llan. 
• Renovation - $500,000. 
e Equlpmenvvehicle pur­

chases - S3.5 million. 

In road improvements.. roads 
in unincorporated Thomas 
County would receive $4 mJlllon. 
as would roads and streets in the 
county's municipalities. 

The sales tax bas been a djs.. 
cusston subject for about two 
years, Sherrod said. "Speaking 
for myself, I think it's time to put 
it before the citizenS and let 
'them decide," he added. 

To calm some taxpayers' con­
cerns. MJller said, local goyern­
ments must ensure every ·sales 

P1e1se see TAX, pege 6A 

tax dollar goes for its ee.rm.arked volunteer-firefighters would set 
purpose. behind the tax If commission· 

Commissioners told L.M. ers can promise them better 
Taylor, Pavo mayor and Pavo equipment. 
volunteer fire chief, SPLOST "We're in a mess with these 
would fund 12 new fire trucks- .flre-trucks,-and '1\'e.Jmow that," 
three for ThomasvWe and nirle: . . CollUilissioner Josh ,Herring 
for volunteer departments. ~ld ~lor. • 

Taylor described some.volun- . · ... . .Meigs Mayor Wayne 
·teer department trUcks as · Nesinlth told the board be "basl­
''faDing apart. n "For volunteers caDy'' supports what comm.is­
of Thomas County to respond sJoners are trying to do with the 
and do what we need to do, we proposed tax. 
need some help - from some-
bodY." he told commissioners. Senior reporttr httl Ward may bt 

Thy lor said the county's 1 '10 ' reecbed 1t (t12} 226-2400, ext. 220. 
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CouDtynprOinotes sales tax 
Commissioners begin pitching 
SPLOST to voters, civic groups 
By LAURA CASSELS cal consolidation and how the 
'J'Iwu.~ latest taxing plan 1ltllln. 

. Stephenson gave· co~is-
THOMASVlLLE - Pre per- stoners an outline of hls presen· 

ing Thomas County commts- tation for their use. 
stoners Monday to promote a Commissioners are expected 
new sales tax, County Manager • to vote in May on schedullne a 
Mike Stephenson reviewed his July 18 referendum on a special­
recent presentation to the Rotary purpose, local-option sales tax 
Club outlining the history of lo- for emergency services and road 

·-..1 

~l~"§ l~ \ 
~~~~~ ; :r \ 
'OQ '!O.'a 3N 

~~ ~i ~~ 'i!~Ji' .. !3 ... . 
'So II 'i! .a "" e, 
~~e'ii )1 

bnprovements. The proposed 1· 
percent tax (1 cent per dollar) 
would raise an estimated $14 mil· 
lion- 18 million !or. emergency 
services, $8 m1lllon for roads -
and would expire in 2 112 years. 

State Rep. John Bulloch told 
commissioners by letter the 
state wll,l matcli 75 percent c4 
sales tax revenue 111\sed for road 
projects, adding another $6 mil­
lion, for a total of $14 million for 
roads. 

Stephenson said be feels a key 
challenge 1n winning public sup­
port· for the tax may be to clarifY 

~< ~ §:.! s . 0 I 
~·~~·!j .. I 

U~l ~@ ~P~H"':: I"''"Uo'!~ .. ~,= .. ;i 
i ~ . -~lit.J1tun!!!tii j~!n~i •u:~it ~ )il~ fll'll ~~i! -1~! . ij ~ 1 .. 1~ i i ~~~ ~-

1 g · Ml bO~ a111 §.i 3~U~1r,>o · H "'i.!!l ~~~ ~1~~l~ 
l = . ~~id"~j~s~i.aHllltn~Ss~.ll t[~~.,~ 
! 8 Ji-g~ 23 1~= ~~~~~ ~~s81 §~!~~~~-~~ ~~~ 

- ·~ -- -·- - - -- __ , .. ---- ·------- - --..--~-·--

the county's previous t!Jne.llmit· Sherrod sald. 
ed, s~lal-purpose taxes expired Thomas County prevl.ou.sly 
as scheduled. while the current adopted two special·purpose. tax· 
general-pUl'PC)5e sales tax has no· ·es. both of which are no lOnger 
expirat!op data. in effect. The one In 1985 raised 

"They've contused those two $12.milllonfOrroadsaDdbrl.dges 
types d sales taxes," Stephen- and expired four years latec The 
son sald, noting the only local- one 1n 1989 raised $10.5 million 
option sales tax in effect is the . for libraries and for construc-
8eli8I'lll·PUrpose tax for a variety tlon d · the JaU.Justice Center 
c4 operations. and expired in 39 .months. 

Commission Chalrman Tim In 1992, the county adopted a 
Sherrod comp:~en_ded Stephen- aeneral-p\li'll<)Se sales tax with 
son's presentation. .. no expiration date. Revenue 

wThe more informed the pub- · · · 
lie Is. the better off '!"e are," . PleMe see COUNTY. page SA 
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sates. tax to be decided 
I. SPLOST in hands 

,. of voters today · 

( 
~ ...... eau.c. 
laurLC&Iae480~a.com 

THOMASVILLE-Hot races 
for Thomas County shertfl: 
Grady County she~ Grady 
County tax commissioner and 
~ther county posts are on the · 
ballot today In Thomas and 
Grady counties. as well as a spe-

clal. election In Thomas :County 
on a new sales tax for emer· 
pncy ~~«Vices and road im· 
provements. 

Polls will be open from 7 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. Votel"B must bring for­
mal identification (not IDclud· 
lng voter-reg&tratlon cards) to 
cast their bel10CI in their as­
signed precincts. 

liOIAI.aTY 
Thomas County voters will 

, decide whether to adopt a 1-per· 
.,;, 

cent, special-purpose. local·OP· 
tion sales tax (SPLOST) to raise 
up to $14 million In 2 V2 years 
or less. The tax Is designed in 
part to raise $6 million to buy 
equipment such as f1re trucks 
and dispatching consoles and to 
build filcllltles to house fire. 
fighters, ambulance crews and 
911 dispa.tcllers. 

The tax also would raise $8 
millJon for road-paving through· 
out the county. The Georgia De­
partnient of Transportation 
would match 75 percent of the 

funds used for road p.roJects. 
adding rouehlY $6 m1111on to the 
ftmd for road improvements, In· 
eluding road resudac.lng and 
bridge projects, said DOT 
s~keswoman Jilayne Jordan. 

By state law, the tax, 1f adopt­
ed, must expire In 30 months 
and can be used only for purpos. 
es described on ttlday's ballot. 

The special-election question 
will appear today on both Demo­
cratic and Republlcan ballots. 

Also today. Thomas coun· . 
tians will choose a aheii1f for 

the next four years and narrow 
the tleld of cand.tdates ii1 two 
County Commission races. 

Slier!ff's candidates are in· 
cumbent Carlton Povien and 
challenger Greg Hobbs, both De­
mocrats. The race will be decid· 
ed in today's ~ Wrters 
wishing to vote tn·th:is ra.ce 
must choose the Democratic bal.· 
lot · .... . · . 

County Commission races 
are 1n d1sll1cta 4 and a .. In 

Please - El.£CT19NS. pege 3A 
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Local · o(ficials unite 
in promoting sales tax 
.,.._..._.... 
laln.casseiiO!hol•• -.com 

THOMASVILLE- Elected 
otncJaJs trom Thoolas CoWli:Y 
and.ibl small cities rallied at r 
the Thomas County eourt- I 
hpu.se Monday to show their 
support for the proposed sales­
tax referendum on today's bal- l 
lot. 

"It's vital for our county to l 
improve emergency services." 
said Boston Mayor Danny 
Groovet: "I strongly support il 

Pavo Mayor L.M. Taylor, a 
longtime voltlll11!er fire chief, 
said the tax !Is a good way to 
raise money for better ftre pro­
tet:tlon, better ambulance re­
sponse times, better emergency 
dlspetching and better roads. 

"This way, everybody is pay-l 
ing the bill. .. Taylor said. "ProP,i 
erty owners ought to support It 
strong!}!~ I 

ThOOI8S County Commts- I 
sioner IL. Mullins endorsed 
the tax plan and expressed con­
fidence voters will support it to­
day. 

"We're not gliing to let them 
kill this dream," Muillns said. 
"This tax is going to pass. I'm 
positive." 

.The sales-tax question on 
Thomas County's Democratic 
and Republican ballots today 
asks voters whether to adopt a 
1-percent. special-purpose, J.o. 
cal-()ption sales tax, or SPLOST. 
to raise $14 million for emer­
gency services and road pro­
jects. The tax lWUld last 2 V2 
years (SO months), when by law 
it would expire. 

The tax proposal eartnaiks 
S6 million for emergency ser· 
vices improvements. such as 
building fire/ medic substations 
in outlying areas of the county 
where response time is great­
est, replacing aging fire trucks 
used by volunteer tlre depart­
ments, acquiring a high-rise 
ladder truck. and upgrading the 

· county's 911 center and its dis--

patching equipment The tax 
also earmarks S8 million for 
road projects, with half dedicat­
ed to roads in unincorporatl!d 
an!a9 and half to roads and 
streets In the county's cities, 
based on their populations. 

The Georgia Department of 
Transportation would con­
tribute an9(h-

including commuters and 
tourists. and not just by proper­
ty owners. 

They said tbey prefer a new 
sales tax over an increase in 
property taxes. 

• Shorten ambulance re­
sponse times (now 17·2Al min­

. utes from Thomasville to 
Meigs, for ex­

er $6lnillion. 
saldoor 
spokeswoman 
Ji)ayne Jor­
dan. 

"It's vital for our 
county to 

improve emergency 
services," I strongly 
support it." 

ample),lm­
prm.-e fire pro­
tection, and 
belpreduce 
annual fire-in· 
surance pre­
mium costs in 
outlying areas 

"We pro­
vide 75 oents 
for each dollar 
raised loCall)\" 
Jonbnsakl 
MondalL 

The match-
ing program applies to paving, 
resUrfacing and maintenance of 
roads, streets and bridges fi. 
nanoed by the local sales-tax 
revenue. to assist coWlties that 
make the "sacrifice" of levying 
local-option taxes upon them­
selves, she said. 

The matching program also 
applies to "intermodal" trans­
portation projectS, such as side­
walks and bike paths, though 
Thomas County's sales-tax bal­
lot language does not include 
those. Other elected ofllcials en· 
dorsing the sales tax Monday 
were: Thomasville Mayor Roy 
Campbell, Thomasville CUy 
Councilman Davld 0. Lewis, 
Barwick Mayor Thad Selman, 
Ocb1oclaiee ~r Raiford 
long, Barton City Gouncil 
members Richard Reynolds and 
Bertha Hunter, and Thomas 
County Commissioner Jim 
Millet 

Campbell said Coolidge 
~r David Dawson and 
Meigs Mayor Wayne Nesmith 
support the tax but could not 
attend Monday's rall3t 

Supporters said they favor 

(for example, 
Danny Groover $100 savings 

Boston Mayor yearly on 
brick home 

costing $120,000 if ISO rating 
drops from 7 to 5) . 

• Pave and resurface roads 
In a fraction of the time expect­
ed on the current schedule. 

• Make the county eligible 
for $6 million in state matching 
funds for roatl projects. 

The ThomasviJ.Ie. Thomas 
County Chamber d Commerce 
also endorses the sales-tax pro­
posal. calling It a good "busi­
ness opportunity" that would 
improve Thomas County's qual­
ity of life and its appeal to 
prospective businesses. 

There has been no unified 
opposition to the plan, though 
individuals have said ThOmas 
County should keep i~ sales­
tax advantage (bav1ng ~rcent 
sales taxes while Its neighbors 
charge 7 pereent) and should 
reallocate its existing general­
purpose sales-tax revenue 
(shifting recreation films to 
emergency servicell. for exam­
ple) before seeking another 
sales tax. 

The polls w1ll be open tl:om 7 
a.m. to 7 p.m. 

the tax because it would: To conllelrepor11f Laura CMitll, 
• Be paid by all ueople who plealeCIII (812) 22&-2.400.111221.~ -

buy goods in Thomas <:aunt): . • . - ., • . :t 

------~----~~------~~~~ 
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i Nearly 60 percent of voters approve 1-percent SPLOST 
8¥ Ira Sclhoftel The flnal tally had 3.501 "When we started on this, we of Thomas County. If they've the cowtty. The Geol'lla Depart· 
lra.sehallelOt~~onvww~.com . "yes" votes and 2.359 "no" votes bad a big bJll to climb," camp. got good Information. they'll . ment of Transportation has 

THOMASVILLE - Three 
months d relentless campaign· 
lng and WlPrecedented team· 
Work paid off for Thomasvtlle . 
and Thomas County otnclals . 
Tuesday night when voters· 
overwhelml.ngly approved a 1·· 
percent spedal·pW'}lOSe,local· 
option sales tax. · ~ 

Voters In every precinct ex· 
'\ oept one- Ochlocknee - gave 

their support to the tax. which 
will fund a revamped Emer· 
gency Servloes Agency and 

' m1le8 of road 1tnprovements. 

lbr a margin of nearly 60-40 per· bell said. "There were a lot of make the right decision. And 1 oon1lnned It will match 7S per· 
cent. In Ochlocknee, the lone negatives out there .... But an feel like they spoke In a re· cent of the ftulds used for road 
d.Jssentlng the mayors sounding way tonight- that projects, adding roughly 18 m11· 
precinct, the . supported It, they want to improve their lion to the f\md fOr road lm· 
wte was lpecial1-,...t sales tll and they qualJty of lin!." provements,lnclo.ding road 
clbee with . · worked at II. The SPLOST ia designed to resurfacing and bridge projects. 
theprdpoeal Yes- 3,501, 59.74 percent "l didn't raise up to$14 million In 2112 "This willhelp'l'homasvWe, 
being wted No - 2,359, 40.25 percent · know (the years or lese. With the approval, Tbomal County and the rest d 
down by just result) $8 mllllon will go to buy equip. the cities Ill the county Improve 
10 votes. would be · ment such as Ore trucks and their t1re ~and pt their 

E\'811 Coimty Commission this resowullng, but I thousht It dispatching consoles and to sti'eetl where they need td be,'' 
Chairman Tim Sherrod and . would wln by a clear Dllijorlt)t" build facilities to house flre. Campbell said 
Thomasville Mayor Roy Camp. Said Sherrod: "'felt like tt f\ghtera, ambulance crews and When the tax was propci&ed 
bell, the strongest proponents would ~ln. but the mareln was 911 dispatchers.' · 
for the SPLOST. were surprised a lot bluer than I thought. It The tax also will raise S8 mll· 
by the outcome. reatnrms my faith In the people llon for road-paving tbr?ushout Pteaee see BPlOU, page 3A 

\ ------~-----------------------------------------------
Continued from Page 1A 

SPLOST 
earlier this year, city and coun. 
ty leaders feared .they would 
have a difflcult time getting tbe 
newssaryvotes, Constant bat· 
ties between the two govern· 
ments, along with struggles In· 
side tbe county commission, 
gave QPponents plenty or am­
munitiOn to question the om. 
clals' ability to wortc toaether. 

But the sides came to a mu­
tual agreement at a Joint city­
OOWlty meeting. and tlley have 
been unlfled In their campaign. 
wtth support from the 
ThornasvlJILLThomaa County 
Chamber of Commerce; they 
held town hall meetlnss 
throughout the coumy. tireless­
ly educating their constituents. 

Tuesday night, the work 

• 

paid ofT. wThree months ago, 
the-city and-oountneemedlo 
be at odds," Sherrod recalled: 
~aut we all realized. it was more 
important for us to work to­
gether. I think this will save 
some lives - no, I know it 
Will." 

By state law, the tax must ex­
pire In SO months and can be 
used only for purposes de· 
scribed on the ballot. 

"We pledged to the people 
that we would spend the money 
wisely and do what we said we 

: "'Ould with It, .. Campbell said. 
"When we reach $14 million, it 
will end." 

To cont8cl m1111agtng editor 1n1 
Scflollel, call 221·2400, tld. 206. 
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